[Absence/disappearance of gallbladder in a patient diagnosed with cholelithiasis].
We report the case of a patient with preoperatively demonstrated cholecystitis due to cholelithiasis but with no presence of gallbladder at laparoscopy or on conversion to open surgery. Gallbladder ectopy was ruled out and the possibility of gallbladder agenesia was discussed. However, four preoperative ultrasound scans performed within a protocol of treatment with octreotide, in the setting of acute cholecystitis, ruled out this possibility. We discuss the possibility of gallbladder destruction and digestion after a severe inflammatory process, as well as Frey's criteria for gallbladder agenesia. We believe that this is a case of complete gallbladder lysis due to an inflammatory process.